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paid in the Tola Espucla; aod that the other
Sotlors who should go ater, who are not included
among the discoverers should pay the 81t from the
St year, for T order snother exemption fo be
Siven to the latter instead of that from gold.

Item, To show greater benefit and favor to yon,
the s4id Jusa Ponce de Leon, it is my will snd
pleasure that you ars to have the goverament and
setlement of all tho islands Ising mear the islani
of Beaiay atoresaid which you should discorer fa
Four parson and at. Your cost and expense in the
‘mamner aforesaid, a1d which are not smong thoss
{slands of which nformation i+ had, as sborasaid,
nder ho conditions and i the form that s st forth
in ths my agreccment; and as, by virtus thereof, you
aze 1o hae of the island aforessid.

Ttem, That T graut yon the title of our adelasiado
of theflaad aforecaid, and of the othor ilands 0u
ahall disoover i the maner aforosaid.

Ttem, That you colet the gold, if there shocld be
an, i the same way in which it is now colcted i
the Tala Espaiola, or in tho form aad manser that
T shall ordr

Ttem, That you can ot take i your company, for
the aforesnid, any person or pereans who e or
igaers from ovteide our domaius and sigaioris.

Tiem, That for assorance that von, the sid Jusn
Pouse i the poreons who should go with you wil
exeente, carry out, and perform and that the con-
tant of this patent which it pestains to Yo to ob-
serve and earey oct shal be carried out, perforned,
and observed, before making tho said vorage shal
give trustworthy and roditable bonds (o the safe
tocton of our offcials esiding in the Tsla Espadols.

Ttem, That you, the caid Joan Pouce, asd the
other persons wh should g0 aud resain thers, hall
execute and observe and perform all that s con-
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tained in hia my said agreement, and every part
aad paroel of it and you shal not canse aay fraud
or decit, nor hall you give favor, o aid or comsent
heret; nd if you should loar of any, you will n-
form us e our ofcialain o oarme, wader penalty
that any person f son who should do the contrary,
by that sery fact he who doos mt 40 ct, shal hav
lost any grace or benef. which he showld have from
e, and Sl pay in his person and goods all the
penalten which we should onsider it itng t order
Cecutd an the persons and goods of thoss who
Should do i, or sonsent fo i, o conceal i

Hem, That after having reached the iasd and
Learned what s n i, 3ou shal send mo & report of
¥, and another o our afficals who Toside i the

Therefore, if you, the said Jusn Poses arey out
all the abovessid and every part and pared of §

the present 1o order evorything contained in this
pateat and evers part and pareel of it to b olsorved
and carried. out, and order our offcial who reside
i the Tela Espaola tha i our name,in aesordazon
ith the aboveeai, they should make the said con-
et o st v 7o und e e i
bonds. For your despatch, 1 i ondering Don.

Colon, ot Admire) and goversor of foo i I
Eepafiola, 014 our appellate udges ud th officials
of ourtreasury who residthere, ad al th Jutices
of the said Tl Eepasila that they give you al e
favor and aid that you should find pececars, and
that 0 impedinents be offered you therein or in
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any part or parcel of it.
Done in Burgos, February twent
sand five hundred and twelve.

By command of his Highness
Lope Conchillos.
Sealed by the Bishop of Palencia.
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Juax Poxcs ox Luox, after serving in the armis
of Spain, cmbarked for the West Tndies whero be
became active in the sabjugation of tho Tndiazs, a
sersice in which he was engaged many years. fie
as a soldier and led & miliary lfo ustil he was
forty fve yoars of age or more. e appears in of.
Geialcivil lie with bis appointment as governor of
the eastern part of Hispasiola. (Haiti), known as
the provinee of Higuney. Soon aftervard ke was
appointed governor of the ilaad of San Juan (now
Porto Rica), which ke had already partialy ex.
plored exd conquerd from the Tndians. This offss
e b wntl elioved (¢1511) without prejudice, a6
a resut of the ducision of the Counei of Spais to
Tavor others, principally the heirs of Colambus, for
the kigh poritions n the West Tndies. Mitherto,
‘Spanish exploration hud been directed south and
‘west of the Wost Inies, but romors had bocome cur-
reat that lands had been found foward the north.
Yieldng 1o the vasderlust that possessedthese
carly Spaniards, Pones asked permisaion of the
King t0 explora in that direction,

The cagitulacion or patent granting the suthority
for the voyage of diseovery will b found i Doow-
mentos Indiitos del Arclico de Indias, XXIL. 2.
The translation of this patent was rendered for mo
by Dr. James Alexauder Robertson, author of many
standard bistoricel works and futersationally knows
as an anthority on Spanish American histors. Pre.
‘sented here ireetl from the pen of Dr. Robartson
the reder s assured of having before him  correct
intarpraaton o i importast Fonce do Lo

ament.
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Whereas you, Juan Ponce de Leoa, sead to en-
treat and beg a5 a favor from me that 1 grant you
‘pernision and sutbority 10 go o discover and
Sutle the Telands of Benias, tnder cortan condl
o which wil hereafter bs dulared, therefor, i
ordr to show you favor, 1 grant you pormission and
authority 50 that you may go o discover aad setle
e iland aforesaid, provided that it be st oze of
those already discovered, and under ths conditions
s o ehall hereafir he set foih, as follows:
Firtly, that, with the ships you wish to take at

hall dissover, tho island aforesaid; and for
it you may havs three yoar' ime ounted from the
diy on which this my patent shall bo presnted o
you, or when the contract shall bs mads vith you
i regard to the setlement aforsead, provided that
‘you shal b obliged o go to discover within tho st
oar of the three years afaresaid and that on going.
ou may touch at any islands and mailand of the
coan Sea, both discovered and to be discoverod,
provided they be not among the islands aad main
1and of the Geean Sea belonging t tho very serene
King of Portugal, our very dear 1ad vory beloved
son; and it 1s understood that you may no take or
possess any proftor any other thing from them or
any of them lying within the linits sipulted bs-
twten us and him beyond oy the ihings which
chould be necostary for your mlnterance nd pro-
vision of ehips and men, by paying for them what
they should bo worth.

Ttem, That you may taks, and there shall vo taken
on your part in theee kingdoms of Castile,or i the
2aid Tala Eapatila, for the abovesaid,theshis, up.
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s, ofcrs,salor, and men tha you shoud fad
ccssars, b paying for them in full according 10
cusiom, 1 th presence o our offcals in Tla Ks.
‘ool at presont reiding and who should reide in
ar House of Trade thereof, and in Casel, Iy he
Dreacace ofour offcals rosiding and who shoud re
Side in aue House f Trade of Sevile.

Tiem, Tn order to show you favor, 1 order that
dring the priod o the thrve yeare, uo porson may
g, o shall o g, to discover the island of Beniay
Atorcaaid; and 1 any ons should g0 to disover ,
o should discover i by acedent, the stipulations
of ihis my patent sall be caried ont with
ot withth pereon who chould ths diseover
P emoerdere e v o i f
right which you bae therelor, provided tat, o

o o o discose it
ad hat it il e o

report and certan kaovl.

Tiom, That when yo fnd and discover th ilasd
i the manter abovesaid, T make 3ou the
it of the governmeat and fustie of it for Al th
s’ of your lfe, and fo 1t 1 give you ull power
end cii and riminal Surisdiction, with all el i
s aad dspendencios, and smexes and righis.
Tiom, That when sou fnd the isand aforesa, s
aboresaic, you shall b obliged tosele atsour cost
o' thesites 4nd place that y0u can best do i1 nd
that Sou may have posseation. of (ho.bouses' sad
furme and settemencs and. beriditaments Gt you
Shonld make there, an o the gain You shonld ave
i the eland fordeaid, in ascordanco with the pro-
visions of this contract,
Tiom, That, i Toriresses should hase o be beil
i the el aforosa, hey must b snd sball be st
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our cos, nd we shall place therin aur wardens,as
e should see best full our service; s if, whle
th forts atoresai axe g bk, yon shoald build
any house or houses for babitaton und for défonse
from the Tadians, theso shall be yanr own; and if
thore shonld bo noed thereof for our servic, 700

il have 0 give them on being pad dher valic

Ztem, That T shll give yon, ad by tho present T
o giva you, for the epace o twelse years, counted
from the day on which you should dscover the
sland of Boniay aforsasi, th testh of sl he reve.
e a0d profts belonging to s in the ilnd afore-
e, i hi e ot from th tithes o our prots or in
an other mazmer whatsoaver.

Ttem, That the allotment of the Tudians vho
ehould be i the sland aloresnd, ahal bo mads by
b person or peraons who thould be sppainted by
me,und i 50 o manmer.

Ttem, That T shall onder you, and by the present.
1o order you, hat the Tndians who should b 1 the
sland aforesd, bal b allofted i aecordanco with
the porsans there should be [in your expedition]
a0 hat this b abserved and that th frst ciaeover.
ars be provided for before axy other persens: and.
hat all the preference tha showld soivesiently be
shown in i bo given to them.

Ttem, That T grant for the space of the ten sears
aforessia hat thoso porsons who should go to ds-
cover th iland aforeeaid and who shoud setdle on
that voyage, enjoy the gold aud other meals snd
profable ainga which shoud be i the aland afors-
id, ithout paving us from them other foes o
ik he ST o e e the wth e
inthe thied, the eighth part; i the Tourdh, the sen-
anth part; i e A, the sxth part; and the other
e yeursafte that paying the 0, n aecordaace
i and i the o 4 manser i which 4 1 now





